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About Blue Cabin 
 
Blue Cabin’s mission is to nurture meaningful relationships between care 
experienced people and the people and organisations in their lives. ‘People’ 
includes trusted adults including foster carers, family members, social workers, 
key workers and artists. ‘Organisations’ include local authorities (including Virtual 
Schools), schools, and charities.  
 
We are a small, friendly team and we are based across the North East and North 
Yorkshire. We all work remotely at home. Creativity is at the heart of everything we 
do. 

 
We’re the only creative charity in England that focuses all of its work on care 
experienced people (CEP). By ‘care experienced' we mean a child or young person 
who is being cared for by their local authority, known as a 'looked-after child'. They 
might be living in a children's home, or with foster parents, or in some other family 
arrangement. 

 
We see the creative potential in every CEP. Through our cross artform work we 
support them to develop positive relationships and express their desires and 
hopes for the future.   
 
We are a creative organisation that converted to a charity in 2021, having been 
established as a Community Interest Company in 2016. Our registered office is in 
Gateshead, over 80% of our work takes place in Levelling Up for Culture Places in 
the North East.  
 
We also work nationally, facilitating training for other arts organisations, and 
sharing learning to inform policy and legislation. 

 
You can discover more about our Mission and Values. 
 
To find out more about what it is like to work with Blue Cabin visit our website to 
read what our Associate Artists say in our latest blogs.  
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.wearebluecabin.com/
https://wearebluecabin.com/
https://wearebluecabin.com/
https://wearebluecabin.com/
https://wearebluecabin.com/about-us/our-mission-and-values/
https://wearebluecabin.com/latest/
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About the Project - This is the Place  
 

This is the Place will be a Darlington based programme of music-making activities 
for care-experienced children and young people aged 0-17  and the adults in their 
lives, funded by Youth Music, County Durham Community Foundation, Darlington 
Borough Council and Creative Darlington.  

 
Opportunities will include weekly, small group sessions tailored for children aged 
0 to 5 years and their carers, and holiday events and activities held at various 
cultural venues in Darlington. By taking part, care-experienced families will have 
the opportunity to experience the town’s cultural offer together, perhaps for the 
first time.  
 
Led by Blue Cabin’s team of Associate Artists, in partnership with staff from 
Darlington Borough Council’s Fostering and Supported Lodgings team, the 
sessions will be trauma informed and underpinned by social pedagogy. Taking 
part in sessions will support care-experienced children and young people to build 
stronger relationships, improving their lives at home and at school. 
 
Training for carers and Darlington Borough Council staff will support them to 
continue music-making with children at home and during their daily lives. 

 
We are specifically recruiting for a musician to co-facilitate the weekly term 
time sessions which will start in January 2023 and run until December 2023. 
These sessions will be based at Theatre Hullabaloo.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.wearebluecabin.com/
https://wearebluecabin.com/latest/funding-awarded-for-music-making-programme-for-care-experienced-children-and-young-people-in-darlington/
https://youthmusic.org.uk/funding
https://www.cdcf.org.uk/
https://www.darlington.gov.uk/
https://www.darlington.gov.uk/
https://creativedarlington.org.uk/
https://www.theatrehullabaloo.org.uk/
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About the role  
 

Job Title  Early Years Musician  
 

Contract   Freelance 
 

Salary     £170 per half day session plus additional paid time to cover 
training, therapeutic supervision, reflection, and attendance at 
key meetings. Blue Cabin’s daily rate for artists is £250 per 
day. 

 

Availability Candidates must be available to co-facilitate This Is The Place 
weekly term time sessions on Wednesdays between 10.00- 
11.30am, starting in January 2023 for 12 months. 
 
Ideally the candidate will also be available from mid-
November 2022 to attend planning and programme 
development conversations with Blue Cabin and Darlington 
Borough Council. 

 

Location: Term time weekly sessions will take place at Theatre 
Hullabaloo, Darlington at the above dates and times.  
Training, reflection sessions and therapeutic supervision will 
mostly take place on Zoom. 

 

Person description 
 

Blue Cabin is looking for an exceptional Early Years Musician to work on This is 
the Place, to co-facilitate music making activities for care-experienced children 
aged 0- 5 years and their carers.  

 
We are looking for a musician whose practice is child centred and underpinned by 
social pedagogy and / or a trauma informed approach; someone who can co-
facilitate creative, playful, and open-ended music sessions alongside another Blue 
Cabin artist.  

 
In exchange Blue Cabin offers our collective of artists a daily rate of £250, with 
additional paid time to cover Therapeutic supervision, reflection sessions, 

http://www.wearebluecabin.com/
https://wearebluecabin.com/latest/reflections-on-a-year-of-superior-vision/
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planning, attendance at meetings, and training, where funding allows. We are 
delighted that the successful candidate will also be provided with mentoring from 
Blue Cabin Trustee Eleanor Mooney.  
 
Whilst we are looking for a musician to work on This is the Place specifically, for 
the right candidate there could be other opportunities to facilitate other activities 
as part of Blue Cabin’s portfolio of projects. 
 

 

Role essential criteria 
 

● Availability for the times and dates listed on page 5 
● Musical skills (vocal and /or instrumental)  
● At least 3 years of experience in a relevant field 
● Experience of working with children and young people, particularly those 

aged 0- 5 
● Experience of working in community and / or educational settings  
● Experience of working with children and adults in a creative child led context  
● Experience of co-delivering alongside other artists 
● A commitment to continual professional development 
● Experience of and commitment to safeguarding  
● Enhanced DBS check (or be prepared for Blue Cabin to obtain one) 
● Five-million-pound Public Liability insurance (or be prepared to obtain a 

policy) 
 

Role desirable criteria  
 

● Experience of working with care experienced children and young people 
● Experience of working in partnership with Local Authorities and Local 

Authority staff 
● Located in Darlington or the wider Tees Valley Area  
● Practise that is underpinned by social pedagogy, or a commitment to 

undertake relevant training 
● Up to date knowledge of early years practice  
● Understanding and experience of a trauma informed approach, or a 

commitment to undertake relevant training 
● Educated to a Degree or equivalent level in music or creative practise, or 

equivalent experience  

http://www.wearebluecabin.com/
https://wearebluecabin.com/projects/
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● Access to your own transport  
● Access to your own laptop / tablet / computer 
● An ability to effectively manage time and resources remotely  

 
 

Equality, Diversity, and Inclusion 
Blue Cabin is committed to encouraging equality and diversity and promoting a 
culture that actively values difference and recognises that people from different 
backgrounds and experiences will bring valuable insights to the workplace and 
enhance the way we work. We aim to be an inclusive organisation, where diversity 
is valued, respected, and built upon and aim to recruit and retain a diverse 
workforce that reflects the communities we serve.  
 

Safeguarding 
Blue Cabin believes that all children and young people have the right to grow up in 
a safe and caring environment, which includes the right to protection from all types 
of abuse. They have the right to expect that adults in positions of responsibility do 
everything possible to uphold these rights. We aim to ensure that all children, young 
people, and vulnerable adults participating in activities or events run by Blue Cabin 
will do so safely, with respect and understanding, and be free from any form of 
abuse.  
 

Interested in finding out more? 
If you would like to take part in an informal online chat and find out more about 
Blue Cabin and the role, then you're welcome to join Project Manager Lucy Ridley 
and Associate Artist Lisette Auton for a group conversation on Zoom: 
 
Tuesday 1st November between 10.00am - 11.00am.  
 
This session is designed to give you space to ask questions and dive into the 
details of the opportunity.  

 
To register for a place and Zoom invite please email amy@wearebluecabin.com.  

 
Should you have any further questions regarding the role, please contact Project 
Manager Lucy Ridley by emailing lucy@wearebluecabin.com.  
 

 

http://www.wearebluecabin.com/
mailto:amy@wearebluecabin.com
mailto:lucy@wearebluecabin.com
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Keen to apply? 
 

You can tell us about you and your experience, and how you would work on this 
project in one or more of the following ways: 
 

1. A letter & CV (no more than 5 pages of A4 long) 
2. A video or audio message (no more than 5 mins long) 
3. A PowerPoint Presentation (no more than 15 slides long) 
4. Any other way you choose 

 
Send this information to Amy by emailing amy@wearebluecabin.com by 10am 
Monday 7th November. 

 
Please include the names of 2 referees you would be happy for us to contact within 
the email. 
 

Next steps 

 
We will be in touch by 10am on Wednesday 9th November to let you know whether 
we would like to take your application to the next stage. 
 
If your skills and experience are what we’re looking for we will invite you to a 
virtual conversation via Zoom with Lucy Ridley (Associate/ Project Manager) and 
Lisette Auton (Associate Artist) on one of the following dates: 

 
● Tuesday 15th November, 10am- 1pm 
● Wednesday 16th November, 10am- 1pm  

 
Shortlisted candidates will be sent interview questions 24 hours in advance. 
Appointments will be made subject to satisfactory references, an Enhanced DBS 
check, and a declaration of any interests you hold. 

  
 
 
 
 

http://www.wearebluecabin.com/
mailto:amy@wearebluecabin.com

